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Somewhere la the aoraeulatlog rtadc - and the eooneulattoa grots with M rh 

£ thf^ST fStSfl Lte 

^ Tbs- "^1 to telrpe* It was la xespoaee to your Ageat Oswald proposal 
The newegt AIB newsletter brings it to mind. 

r W !T hers yOU “ ade two proposal. You wrote me about one only. The other 
one might have been possible. There would. Inevitably, hare been dl^JZ^tebu^ 

8 2 Ufiilt 5° di3cuss this with others to see if they could^ato any suggestions 
see ST“ ^ ^ thS d±aa « rW * TOnt8 * 1 received your letter beforeTooStd 

awav f y0U kzlOW “S* 8OT recently, 1 give away. I do it to give it 

away, boome of it I want to use myself . The reason is unselfish - it has to do with 
what I regard as misuse and misinterpretations. W±th 

in i.J ak0 th !/ S ?f nt Anders ° n sollJJTO3 * I oan uoe the same reasoning to involve you 
in the assassinations or to prove that LBJ was responsible, hut obSioLS InSrsm 
and many editors were satisfied, as I am not. You may be. 1 

T Ther ® 13 1 prefer not to do and not to feel I must do. I do get tired 

^ LS tir9d * **” are other 1 like to X fSve 

L“* « -« *■ -» *•» «-* *• *««w - to *. 

«- I w?-if!iwfTi , s 2 ss: rs: Lr ,rst “ d *- 1 - *• *— 

1 »W« s^w 31 ^ 1011 5?? changed, ia changing and will change more. There is nothing I 
i + h ^f^ hi ^ SS * But inCreQsing ^ 1 become persuaded that In order to 

f 0Hn vwk 1 “ay bare to confront what I regard as inaccurate 

or irresponsible work. I d prefer not to but if I must than I will, 

+ ha J a i°w **"£ nOT 31111 wonder if 1 wae rt S&t act to try to do anything about all 
all tte^f ©there made, all the silly and irrelevant, often wrong-headed conjecturing, 
all toe self-promoting always presented as se Iflessnass. J S ’ 

all iSrS^ S Jt^ r ye !-!L Wrtte the b0 ' Tt0m line the committee about which 

ignored my advice and predictions that have been totally accurate and in Mint 

f^TSa’ S a Iv V wL ti t t li 13 ' l h ' p f’ Sent ^ continuing fact is that my credibility 
Sh ^ f w crk has been seriously undermined by others whose work I disagreed 
with and in soma instances opposed, 

a „? eSpite ^eerlness and the state of ay health and the limitations it imposes on 
me and ny awareness of the potential and the attractiveness of an easier lifTl m no * 
pessimistic, am not resigned to failure and above all not about to stop. 

welen^TwVi 0 !^ S 1 ' 5 5 alred rae to ia distractions! They were not 

!?5" ** I tcok the time. So if X have to digress from «y own work to It 

in the .uture it is not an experience that will be new for me. 

would^a^^L^ “T *“* rttelp from those of professed dedication, help that 
rerJT ^ 00 $°° d P9M00aUy, I could have turned out a number of other books 

2nd 2 S2^ S i P n°L I COUld $• Buch moro Productive. But there was no he*, of thiT 

and engaging in what is°eLtlv ** p f oc;isliIline their selflessness as before 

wh3t i3 «°etly and in its sups 'lor moments merely wastefulness. 

solld^TJ ® ir ®f Utoiy probisas 1 «"W »ave been able to turn out drafts of 

dfttrS S«* 3 m ° ntlu 1 «“** Wet to do that now. With help I could 

do ^ ft this paoe but not as many. And there are many that should be done. 

want to Mve f+^L ^ L°f \ Where ^ WOrk 13 e *sentiaily mine and I do not 
^ G>r psrnix't i"t "to l>6 used An maims 37 s X ani no Is in accoi*! with T ^11 

^rjgttfivvcs,: ss-ists ^ 
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to change your mind on theae and other such things and I won^tBut if I have to 
confront or try to have mj own work survive this kind of thing and what it represents 
and what it can mean I will and X will do it forcefully, YJhile I would much prefer 
not to I will have no choice if it comes to pass* There is only one way it can be 
avoided and that is for me net to have to do anything about the kind of thing that 
has always been hurtful and never been helpful. 

However much you believe what you believe, and I am certain that your belief is 
sincere, it just is not right# Any more than And ere on f 3. recent columns are xi^it# tod 
he lias, to take the same example^ much more basis than you do for Hagdl or Kosenko 
as you view them. 

lou have every right to do your thing* But if you do it with Agent Oswald do not 
forget that I have the same right and will do my thing if I must* 

If as you tell yourself you are not ego-tripping In this you have other Alternatives f 
as in the past you have had than* But the fact is that in addition you do not know 
enough, do not understand enough and do not have the time. lour ghost will know no 
more, understand no better* 

1 may do nothing and say nothing about the recent past but I do remind you about 
this animated disaster of a committee all the rest of you brought to paas and immed- 
iately misdirected with all the pointless and wrong conjecturing* In Kay I proposed 
that we have a n truth squad* and that A do the aork of responding to the committee 
simultaneous with what it would be doing* The rest of you wont ahead with the idea 
without me and made a kingSeisied mesa of it# There was no tiffecti vb cosmientery, no 
exposure, not even basic understanding among all the combined § exports. * tod wliat 
an opportunity missed! I said nothing, stayed bom© ajxa did my om tfork* 

It was kind of you to offer to drive me home last week. I asked if you had some- 
thing else in mind because when Kostmaa made the offer he did have southing else in 
mind, Wwe talked on the way home, he stayed for supper and we continued to talk. He 
impressed mo favorably. Against desire and better judgement X agreed to hejp him 
prepare their coming responses. 

Then I saw their ghastly newsletter. I wrote and told him and Jeff X would have 
nothing to do with it, a 0 earlier , when I saw their critique, I told Goldberg to make 
it explicit that if they represent they speak for the critics they also say they do 
not speak for mo* 

If they do not, whatever it takes they will not soon forget it. 

From the past, beginning with lane in 1966 .and including Garrison, I hi±Y& learned 
that there la no changing the dedicated wrong, Perhaps then I should have done what I 
did not then do* (You might want to recall what you did Bee me do when it became 
necessary.) I have to learn from this past and when I consider the potential of the 
present nod the future of misdirected books I will be glided bp prior experience. 

If I have not been more productive in completed manuscripts than I have been that 
is because those who could have assisted tro productivity not only refused to end did 
not but also created time-wasting diversions I could not ignore. Those who with- 
held help were selfish# In continuing my work when X had no income I was not selfish. 

The reason those manuscripts were act completed is this self-seeking and withholding 
of help and even foreclosing other help that would have been available. 

Of, course Vm sony the work has not been computed. I intend to do it when I can* 

Until that tine I also intend to defends its integrity, as if I must I will defend 
the integrity of my other work and separate it so that it is not downgraded by the 
justified downgrading of other work. 

1 sincerely wish I could see it any iOther way but the past tells me that is 
impossible* Iou f ve heard me cite Santayana before. He was exactly right .And I am not 
going to relive the past* There remains for me not enough of a future. 



Sincer Zy, 



